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that had been working on art and literature in the central empire of
Delhi. In Bengal, however, Arabic was favoured for epigraphs for
a longer period, and almost all the inscriptions of its independent
rulers are found in that language. The decline of Arabic was more
remarkable during the Mughal period, when Persian was resorted to
even for the inscriptions of mosques and tombs, and eventually it
entirely replaced Arabic. This may partly be attributed to the
Iranian influence which xvas brought to bear on the civilization of
the country in general by the great influx of Persians into the
Mughal court and the royal patronage extended to them. The
Mughal period also marked the evolution of the Urdu language,
which was to play a very prominent part in the realm of Indian
epigraphy. It originated from the contact of Persian with the
indigenous dialect, and developing steadily it succeeded, on the
advent of the British, in taking the place of Persian as the court
language. Thrown into the background for the purposes of practical
life, Persian lost its importance, and, as had been the case with
Arabic, it retained its position only as a literary language of Muslims.
Urdu appeared in the Muslim epigraphy in the middle of the
eighteenth century, and the first inscription in that language, so far
known, is from Alamgir II, dated 1169 A.H. (1755 A.D.) and fixed on
the west wall inside the tomb of Shaikh Nizam-ud-din at Delhi. It
was, however, not until the downfall of the Mughal empire in the
year 1857 that Urdu found favour for epigraphs, but since then it
has been coming to the forefront and the majority of the modern
Muslim inscriptions are in Urdu.

Except a few, all the Arabic inscriptions are in prose, and this
is the case even in Arabic-speaking countries, where also epigraphs
belonging to the period earlier than the seventeenth century are
rarely in verse. The language of many of these inscriptions is
defective, containing grammatical mistakes. There are also certain